
 
 
 
 
                                                                       
 
   
            January 2017 
 
Happy New Year!  We hope that you all had a good Christmas and would like to thank 

you for the cards and presents.  We hope you will find this newsletter useful.  If you 

have any questions about anything in this letter or anything else concerning your child, 

please contact us to discuss it.  We would also like to welcome our new Foundation 

Stage 1 children and parents to Burstwick School. 

 

All the children made everyone really proud with their performances in the Christmas 

play.  Thank you to everyone who helped to make and organise the costumes which 

certainly made the children look the part. 

 

Class Themes   

 

This term, our class theme is ‘Dinosaurs and Beasts’.  The children will learn about 

what dinosaurs were like in terms of their size, other physical features and diet.  

They will compare and contrast different dinosaurs with each other, people and other 

creatures.  They will learn the difference between real animals and mythical creatures 

and about those animals that are extinct and endangered.  They will read traditional 

fairy tales, in particular those which feature animals, and learn about fairy tale 

language, characters, settings and themes.   They will also create puppets and masks 

and use these to retell some well-known tales. 

 

In Literacy, the children will continue to develop their communication skills and their 

reading and writing will be linked to the theme.  They will learn about features of non-

fiction books and will have a go at writing labels, lists and captions.  They will sequence 

events from stories and have a go at writing their own. 

 

In Maths, the children will continue to develop their knowledge of numbers and the 

number system.  They will explore the concepts of addition and subtraction through 

songs and practical activities and begin to record their work.  They will learn about 

measure and continue to develop their knowledge of 2D and 3D shape. 

 

We will have themed role play areas, possibly a ‘dinosaur swamp’ or an ‘archaeological 

dig’!  We will be exploring the theme across the seven areas of learning, both indoors 

and outdoors.  The children will take part in adult lead and independent activities and 

have many opportunities for child initiated work and structured free choice play.  If 

your child has a dinosaur book or a dinosaur toy at home, they are welcome to 

bring it into school as soon as possible for us to look at.  We will label and look 

after any items we borrow.  Thank you. 

 

 



 

 

Reading and Home Learning   

Thank you to those of you who read on a daily basis with your child – it really does 

make a difference to the rate children progress with their reading.  Please continue to 

try to hear your child read every day.  Encourage your child to track the words 

carefully with their finger.  Play games such as ’How many times can you find a word in 

the book?’.  Use the word cards to make sentences or make scraps of paper with the 

words on from individual books to form into sentences.  It is important to discuss the 

pictures and use them for clues to new words.  We are also encouraging the children 

to use their phonic knowledge (letter sounds) to decode new words.  Please continue to 

write comments in the yellow reading record book.  Your child will continue to have 

new sounds added to their sound book this term.  Please keep practising these sounds 

and playing games such as ‘I Spy’ to help identify sounds in words.  Your child will read 

individually at school at least once a week. 

 

Last term we asked you to let us know what your child did at the weekend by 

commenting in their home/school book.  Thank you for doing this – it proved to be very 

useful.  Please continue to do this this term, just a sentence or a few bullet points is 

fine.  If you would also like to add photos of your child’s exploits and achievements 

then these would be lovely to see. 

 

Thank you for taking time to read our class newsletter.  If you have any 

questions at any time then please don’t hesitate to come in and see us. 

Mrs R. Hutchinson and Mr A. Faye 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Decorations made on ‘Christmas Decoration Day’ – 
Thank you for your support.  


