
Class 2 Autumn Term Newsletter 

 

Welcome back! We hope you had a wonderful summer and are looking forward to an 

exciting Autumn Term. We hope this newsletter will provide useful information about 

what is happening in our class over the next few weeks.  

Mr Cutts will be teaching Class 2 on a Monday morning and Mrs Hill will be teaching 

them for the rest of the week. Mrs Addison will be teaching in Class 2 on a Monday and 

Thursday afternoon. 

Why Can’t a Polar Bear Live in the Desert? 

The question we will be investigating and exploring 

this term is: ‘Why can’t a polar bear live in a 

desert?’ We are starting the school year by 

identifying things that are living, non-living and 

have never been alive. We will then look more 

closely at polar bears, their basic needs, habitats 

and how they are suited to that habitat. We will 

continue our exploration of the question by looking 

at the desert habitat and what lives there. After 

the half term, we will be learning about food chains in the Arctic and then looking at 

microhabitats in the Arctic, deserts and in the playground. All others subjects will link 

to our theme where possible. 

English 

We will be looking at many different text types this term including postcards, story 

writing, poetry and non-chronological reports. We are starting the term with the lovely 

book, Meerkat Mail, written by Emily Gravett. The children will begin by writing a 

postcard as the character of Sunny. Afterwards, they will write their own postcard to 

send home! Then, they are writing their own version of the story which will provide 

them with the opportunity to include some imaginative description and a variety of 

grammar features.  

We will be having daily Reciprocal Reading sessions in which the children get to read 

and discuss texts in a small group. They complete activities based on the text and will 

read to the class teacher at least once a week.  

Children need to bring their reading books in everyday. Books will be changed on a 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday where time allows. As the year progresses, the children 

will become more independent and change their books themselves. Reading takes place 

every day in school across all subjects. 



Maths 

We are starting the term with place value and all children will have the opportunity to 

use a range of practical equipment to explore and represent 2 digit numbers. This term 

we will also cover addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. There will also be 

many opportunities for reasoning and problem solving. 

We will using Times Tables Rock Stars as a way of helping them learn and answer times 

tables questions quickly and efficiently. 

PE 

PE will take place once a week on a Monday for a full afternoon with Mrs Addison. This 

will give them the opportunity to really engage with the different sports and develop 

the skills they need. They will need to bring both their indoor and outdoor kit as well as 

trainers. 

RE 

In RE, the topic is ‘Belonging’. We will begin this 

topic by looking at the groups we belong to such 

as school and family. Then we will look at what 

it is like for Christians to belong to their 

religion, the rules they follow and festivals and 

rituals they take part in. We will explore what 

it means for someone to commit to a faith and 

compare some religious rules and rules at 

school. 

Art and DT 

Art will be taught by Mrs Addison on a 

Thursday afternoon. The children will be learning about the artist Steven Brown who 

paints some incredibly vibrant pictures of animals. They will practise recreating his 

paintings using pastels and paints. Once they have explored using bright colours, they 

will design and draw their own desert animal. Once they are happy with their drawing 

they will be able to colour it in using the same colours and style as Steven Brown. 

After the half term, the children will be designing, making and evaluating their own 

torch as part of a desert survival kit. They will have to look at some existing designs 

and decide which style would be best suited to its purpose. As part of the project, they 

will have to make a simple circuit and look at different types of switches. 

Music 

In the first half term we will be learning a song called Hands, Feet, Heart. It is a South 

African song and this unit of work will allow the children to listen to and appraise a 



range of African music. Through this they will learn all about tempo, rhythm and pulse. 

In the second half term, we will be getting festive and learning to sing the song Ho Ho 

Ho. This will also give the children the opportunity to learn how to play the glockenspiel. 

Homework  

Homework is set at the beginning of each half term. There 

is a ‘menu’ of activities. Your child must complete one every 

week and hand their homework book in every Wednesday 

to be marked. There will be more information about this in 

the homework book.  

Spellings  

Spellings will be put into their homework book every Friday ready for them to practise 

at home. They need to practise putting the words into sentences to show that they 

know what they mean. They will be tested on them every Friday. 

I hope this newsletter has given you an insight into the many, many things your child 

will be learning this term. I will make myself available to speak to if you have any 

questions, problems or concerns. Just catch me at the end of the day or call the office 

to make an appointment with me.  

Thanks 

Mrs Hill and Mrs Ellis 

The Class 2 Team 


