
                                                                                               

 

 

BURSTWICK COMMUNITY PRIMARY SCHOOL 

CURRICULUM STATEMENT 

At Burstwick Community Primary School we aim to provide a safe, secure and stimulating 

environment within which all children feel cared for, supported and happy. 

 

We aim to prepare children for adult life through developing an enthusiasm for learning and 

a willingness to persevere in the face of challenge. 

 

Our Curriculum Statement 

Governing bodies are required to produce a curriculum statement annually. This replaces 
the requirement under the School Framework and Standards Act 1998 for a curriculum plan. 

From September 2014 there is an expectation from the government for all mainstream 
primary schools to deliver the new National Curriculum. We have therefore adapted our 
School curriculum accordingly to ensure that we meet the current aims and statutory 
requirements. 

Curriculum Planning 

Burstwick Community Primary School has chosen to use the Chris Quigley Essentials and 

Online planning tools to support planning and assessment.  This allows teachers to plan 

creatively across the whole curriculum, making effective cross curricular links so that 

learning and teaching is more meaningful for the children.  It includes manageable learning 

intentions and milestones at Y2, Y4 and Y6 to help with assessment so that progress can be 

tracked and learning tailored to individual pupils needs. 

As a small school we teach mixed age classes 

Class 1 (Pickering Class) - EYFS 

Class 2 (Richmond Class) - Y1/Y2 

Class 3 (Skipton Class) - Y2/Y3/Y4 

Class 4 (Helmsley Class) - Y5/Y6 

As a result of this, specific year group programmes of study may be delivered in a more 

flexible way to ensure all children’s learning needs are met. 



                                                                                               

 

 

EYFS 

The EYFS children follow the Development Matters Document and use Chris Quigley’s Key 

skills in EYFS for support.  

 

KS1 & KS2 

KS1 & KS2 staff plan specific subjects which the school has chosen to link together into 

seven areas of learning to aid cross curricular planning and teaching. 

Communication, Language and Literacy - English (Reading, Writing, Communication)  

Mathematical Development – Mathematics – including Problem Solving 

Science & Technology - Science, Design and Technology, Computing 

Creative Development – Art and Design, Music 

Humanities - History, Geography, Modern Foreign Languages. 

Physical Development – Physical Education and Physical Activity 

Religious Educations and Personal, Social and Emotional Development – Religious 

Education, Personal Development, Citizenship, 

Burstwick Community Primary School uses themes as a cross curricular vehicle to plan 

learning and teaching.  Due to mixed age classes and split year groups we choose whole 

school themes.   

Term  

Autumn 2014 Take One Castle 

Spring 2015 Take One River 

Summer 2015 Take One Creature 

Class names were chosen this year to encourage a focus on Yorkshire towns with castles.- 
Pickering, Richmond, Skipton, Helmsley. 

 

Completed work is displayed around school. Parents are invited to view their children’s work 

and discuss their child’s progress, if they wish, at Tuesday surgery.  Throughout the year 

classes will put on productions/assemblies, to celebrate and ‘show off’ their learning. 

 

Literacy 

Reading and Phonics  

At Burstwick Community Primary School we have a wide range of strategies that we use to 
enable our children to become confident readers.  We would like our children to leave us as 
fluent readers with a high level of comprehension that they are able to apply to a variety of 



                                                                                               

 

text types.  However it is also important that the children develop a love of reading and are 
able to read a range of genres and authors for pleasure.   

Phonics is seen as an incredibly important building block in the development of early reading 
skills. In EYFS and Key Stage 1 we follow Letters and Sounds: Principles and Practice of 
High Quality Phonics using the Jolly Phonics and LCP phonics planning materials to support 
teaching.  It is important that Phonics teaching in EYFS is multisensory. The children are 
exposed to a picture, a song and an action as they are introduced to each sound.  This has 
been found to be most effective in helping the children recognise and remember each 
phoneme. For the Foundation Stage children there are opportunities throughout the setting 
for the children to practice writing the graphemes using a variety of media.   In KS2 THRASS 
(Teaching Handwriting Reading and Spelling Skills) materials are used to support the 
teaching of phonics and spelling. 

Throughout EYFS, Key Stage 1 & Key stage 2 there are a wide range of fiction and non-
fiction texts available for the children to support the development of reading.  The main 
reading scheme that the children use for individual reading within school and home practice 
is Oxford Reading Tree. However we also use a range of other schemes to support and 
broaden the reading experience, such as Rigby Star, Story World, Story Chest, etc. These 
incorporate stories, poems and information texts.  From the end of EYFS, all year groups 
take part in weekly group guided reading sessions which give them the opportunity to learn 
reading skills and strategies, and to discuss and evaluate the texts that they read.  We are 
currently in the process of training staff in the principals of Reciprocal Reading to further 
enhance the learning in guided sessions. 

Within each classroom there are a range of age appropriate free ‘real’ reading books which 
help to support the children’s developing love of reading and build up a knowledge and 
experience of different authors and genres. These books are banded into colour coded 
levels depending upon the level of difficulty in both vocabulary, sentence structure and 
interest level.    

 

Mathematics 

At Burstwick Community Primary School we have recently adopted ‘Big Maths’.  We use 

these materials from KS1 upwards to help develop mental and written strategies. We have a 

strong emphasis on learning total recall of basic number facts and tables (known in Big 

maths as Learn Its), including fact families which link addition and subtractions facts, and 

multiplication and division facts.  In KS1 and lower KS2 children take part in daily CLIC 

(Counting, Learn Its, It’s Nothing New, Calculation) sessions.  Teaching and learning is 

based on ‘Progress Drives’ which split the teaching of the four operations into small steps.  

Where ever possible we try to use maths in ‘real’ situations in order to apply their learning to 

problem solving. 


