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Welcome back everyone.  How lovely to come back to such lovely weather! Our younger 

class members have quickly settled in with experienced ‘Kilimanjaro’ children helping to 

make this transition easier for them. All in all we’ve had a very positive start. 

Staffing and organisation 

Skipton Class is made up of all our Year 4 and Year 3 children plus four Year2 children.   

The main staff team for Skipton this term includes Mrs Ashton, Mrs Crossland and Mrs 

Minns, our TAs. Mrs Addison, our Higher Level Teaching Assistant, will be covering my 

PPA and management time which at present will usually be Wednesday and Thursday 

afternoons.  On a Wednesday the children will also have a session of PE (gymnastics), an 

Art/Music session with Miss Onn and a French/Humanities session with Mrs Shaw.  On a 

Friday Coach Craig will take a games session. These staffing arrangements allow us the 

flexibility to tailor the learning and teaching to children’s specific needs, with plenty of 

differentiation, focussed group and 1-1 work for intervention and challenge activities.  

Currently, as part of our class reward system, the children are earning raffle tickets. At the 

end of the week we draw out a winner who can choose a prize from our ‘prize bag’ or 

choose extra playtime with other friends. 
 

This Term’s Themes 

This term our themes will be - ‘Take One Castle’. Our Class has been named after Skipton 

castle. At the moment, we are beginning to find out about Skipton and are comparing it with 

Burstwick and other places in the UK. Thank you to all of you who helped children research 

Skipton at home. We have had some super homework already and children have 

remembered many facts and features. Later we will be finding out all about different castles 

and medieval times. We will send out more details of our curriculum on another sheet later. 

As always, we will link our curriculum areas to keep the learning interesting and relevant, 

with as much first hand and outdoor experience as possible.  
 

Big Maths  

We will be continuing with our ‘Big Maths’ initiative. We found that last year it really 

helped to improve the important speedy total recall of number bonds and times tables’ facts 

(Learn Its).  Enclosed is a sheet to advise you on the order that we teach the ‘Learn Its’ so 

that you can support your child.  We will continue to do the ‘Big Maths Beat That Learn Its 

Challenge’ on a Friday so that they can try to get their ‘Best Ever Score’!  Children can 

bring home their completed tests so that you can see which total recall facts they need to 

work on.  A few minutes practising every day really does make a big difference. 
 

 

Homework 

Homework will be set on a Friday and handed in by the following Thursday unless 

otherwise stated.  We expect all children to complete the set homework activities. Children 



will earn raffle tickets for homework completed and handed in on time. Please encourage 

your child to present their homework neatly, and work as independently as possible.  

Children may also receive individual tasks to support them in order to boost their learning in 

class.  Mrs. Shaw runs a homework club, after school, on a Monday so if, perhaps, your 

child is reluctant to do their homework, would like extra support or if you do not have access 

to a computer, please encourage them to attend.  
 

Reading  
In order to broaden their reading experience and increase independence and responsibility 

children will be expected to choose a colour coded book from the class book shelves and to 

change it when they have finished with it.  Children should keep their own record of the 

books they read in their yellow reading record. Children who still require the support of a 

reading scheme will have their books changed during the week as necessary.  Many of our 

children are now fluent readers but it is still vitally important that you read with them often 

at home in order to ensure they are really understanding and thinking about what they have 

read, including characters and events.  Please record in the yellow reading record when you 

have read together with your child. Frequent reading at home will be rewarded with raffle 

tickets.  Children will need to keep their book pack tidy and bring it into class each day so 

that letters and notices can be put in when necessary.  

Children will continue to participate regularly in teacher led guided reading sessions, and 

individual reading, guided writing, phonics and grammar sessions during the school week.  
 

Every day, all children need to bring a suitable coat for the weather, a sweatshirt or school 

jumper or cardigan and a pair of indoor shoes (school shoes, trainers or sandshoes) suitable 

for doing Activate and other physical activities relevant to lessons (no heels or platforms  

please). Please make sure every item of clothing has your child’s name in it. 

PE kit should also be at school every day. This includes a plain white t-shirt (not polo shirt), 

plain black shorts, plain black tracksuit with no stripes or logos other than the school logo 

and sport’s trainers please. Remember to include socks if your child is wearing tights. 
 

All children need a water bottle, with their name clearly marked on it, in school everyday.  . 

It should be separate from the drink you provide for your child’s lunch. Fruit juice and 

squash is only allowed with lunch.  Y3 children no longer qualify for the free fruit offered to 

schools so you may wish to provide your child with fruit for a playtime snack. Please ensure 

this fruit is not sent in your child’s lunchbox, which is only accessible to them at lunchtime. 
 

Please remember that you are always welcome to come in and talk to me or other members 

of the Skipton team, or look at your child’s work.  Thank you 

 

Mrs Leonard and Team Skipton 



 

 

Celebrate Roald 

Dahl Day 



 

             These are some of the things we are hoping to learn about this term: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why we have   

castles. 

 

How people lived in 

medieval times 

 

How castles were 

built and the 

Materials used. 

 

 

The Norman 

Conquest 

 

Researching 

different types of 

castles and castle 

features. 

 

Reading and writing 

castle poems and 

stories 

 

Stories  


