
 Teaching and learning will continue to be structured with a mixture of 
whole class and group teaching, along with independent structured activi-
ties. There will also be some opportunity for structured free play. This range of teaching 

approaches will vary to meet the individual needs of the children. 
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Welcome back! We hope you have enjoyed your Summer holidays.  It is 
good to see the children come back to school with such energy and  
enthusiasm. We look forward to the next term as we have lots of   

interesting  activities planned to ensure that the children continue to 
enjoy their learning. 

Themes 
We will continue to base our teaching and 

learning around themes to make it interesting 
and relevant to the children.  Our whole 

school theme this term is ‘Take one Castle’ 
and our class has been named after Richmond 

castle in North Yorkshire. 
 We will link our learning to castles; making 

links across most areas of the curriculum.  In 
Literacy, we will be using traditional fairy ta-

les such as Jack and the  
Beanstalk to inspire the  

children’s writing of  
imaginative stories.  In  

Science, we will be looking 
at the materials used for 

building castles and  
investigating the forces 

that were used when  
defending castles. 

Staffing 
During Mrs Barnaby’s maternity leave,  
Miss Onn will teach the class  all day  

Monday and Tuesday and also Wednesday 
mornings. Mrs Wharam will continue to 
teach the rest of the week; Wednesday 

afternoon and all day Thursday and  
Friday.  

The children’s learning will be supported 
by Mrs Jones, Mrs Page, Mrs Leitch and  
Mrs Ellis. Mrs Addison will take the class 

for PE twice a  week; covering PPA 
(Planning,  

Preparation and Assessment time) for the 
class teachers.  

We would like to wish Mrs Barnaby ‘All 
the best’ for her maternity leave and 

hope that she will still want to return to 
Richmond Class next  

summer! 



Literacy 
The children will continue to receive phonics teaching 
in line with the Letters and Sounds programme.  
The children are benefiting greatly from the  
programme and are beginning to apply their knowledge 
when reading and writing. Children are continually  
assessed within each phonics phase and work within a 
phonics group that best meets their needs.  
 
Guided reading will take place, with the 
teacher, each week. The children will 
have access to books in class and will 
be encouraged to read independently 
when possible. Story time will take 
place every day, usually before home 
time. 
 
It is very important that children read 
regularly with you at home as it gives them a chance to 
develop this important skill. Reading scheme books will 
be usually changed on a Monday, Wednesday and Fri-
day, as  
necessary. We will keep a record of the books chosen 
by ‘Free readers’ and encourage the children to change 
them regularly. 
 
PE 
We are timetabled to have PE on  a Monday,  
Wednesday and Thursday, but would be grateful if 
your child’s kit could be in school every day in case  
extra opportunities arise. PE kit should consist of a 
white t-shirt, black shorts and a pair of trainers for 
games. Please send micro-pore tape to cover pierced 
ears. We will continue to have sessions for this term 
with a sports coach; this term the sessions will be 
Gym.  There will also be the opportunity to participate 
in Cheerleading Club on Wednesday lunchtimes.  
 
Please remember you are always welcome to come and  
discuss any issues concerning your child. Don’t forget 
about our Tuesday surgery.  
Thank you 
Miss Onn, Mrs Wharam and the Richmond class team. 

Water 
Please ensure that children have a 
clean, labelled water bottle each 
day so that they have access to 

fresh water when needed.  
They are encouraged to drink  
water frequently and should  

only bring juice for their  
lunchtime drink. 

Key words 
We will continue to send ‘key 

words’ home with the children. 
These are the most frequently 
used words in written English.  
Learning just 100 key words on 
sight allows a child to read 50% 

of virtually any text.   
 

Key word recognition together 
with a good knowledge of basic 

phonics is essential for your 
child's reading to really take off. 

Please practise reading and 
spelling these words  

with your child. 

Homework 
Homework  
will usually be  
set on a Friday and collected in on 
the following Wednesday. It will 
usually be linked to work being 
completed in the classroom.  
Details will be sent home in your 
child’s book bag.  
There will be a set of 6 spellings 
to learn each week; some tricky 
words and some linked to the 
phonics teaching for the week, 
which will be tested on  
Fridays.  Please help your child to 
learn their weekly spellings. 


