
 

 

September 2014 

 

Dear Parent(s)/Carer(s), 

 

Welcome to our first class newsletter of the new school year and welcome 

to all parents/carers and children.  We hope this newsletter will provide 

useful information about what is happening in our class over the next few 

weeks.  Please don’t hesitate to come in and discuss any matters with us. 

 

Those children returning to our class after the Summer break are settling 

back in and those children who are new are quickly getting to know staff, 

other children and routines.  All classes in our school this year are named 

after Yorkshire castles and our class is called ‘Pickering Class’ after 

Pickering Castle.   

 

 

Class Themes  

  

Our class theme this term is ‘Castles’.  We are sharing this theme with the 

rest of the school.  We will be turning our class role play area into a castle, 

so expect to hear tales of us dressing up as kings, queens, knights, 

princesses, jesters and dragons!  We will be looking at pictures of castles on 

the internet and in books and will be making our own representations of 

castles in lots of different ways.  We will be reading modern and traditional 

stories featuring castles, including fairy tales.  Our theme will be explored 

across the different areas of learning enabling us to make lots of links 

within the things that we do.  If anyone has any books or toys linked to our 

theme which we could borrow, then these would be very much appreciated. 

     

Much of the second half term will be taken up by preparing for our annual 

Christmas play and lots of other Christmas activities too! 

 

 

 

 



 

Staff 

 

Mrs Hutchinson (Class Teacher) and Mrs Winn (Nursery Nurse) are the full 

time members of staff in the class.  Mrs Page (Teaching Assistant) works in 

class every afternoon to support the nursery children.  Other members of 

our school support staff can be seen in class at various times as necessary.   

 

On Monday afternoon Mrs. Hutchinson has her PPA time (Planning, 

Preparation and Assessment).  Mrs. Addison (Higher Level Teaching 

Assistant) will teach the class at this time.  Occasionally, we may have 

students assisting in our class on a voluntary basis as part of a college 

course or work placement.   

 

The children are supervised by Lunchtime Supervisors at dinner time and 

various members of staff at playtimes.   

 

 

Parents/Carers Notice Board   

 

There is a notice board for parents/carers in the cloakroom.  Please check 

this board regularly for updates and reminders about school events.  We will 

be having ‘Stay and Play’ sessions this term and you will be able to sign up to 

say which one you would like to attend.  We will also be holding consultation 

evenings and details of these will follow in due course. 

 

 

Reading Books 

 

Children will have their reading books changed on Monday, Wednesday and 

Friday, providing the book has been read and the child is ready for a new 

one.  Please make comments in the yellow record book so we know that they 

have read at home.  All children need their word envelopes and ‘Letters and 

Sounds’ books at school every day so we can add new words and sounds.  Star 

books (class library books) will be changed on Fridays.  Thank you.   

 

We will be having some informal meetings about reading for parents/carers 

to explain how we teach reading at school and how you can help at home.  

Please see the separate letter about this for more information.   

 

 

 

 



 

Parental Involvement 

 

We are always looking at ways to improve the way we communicate with 

you as parents/carers and the way we involve you in the education of your 

child.  We believe parents are their child’s first and most enduring 

educators and we value your input in your child’s learning.   

 

We are constantly observing children in the Foundation Stage and recording 

the things they do and say which are relevant to their development across 

the different areas of learning.  We add our observations to your child’s 

learning journey folder which you will get to see during stay and play 

sessions and on consultation evenings.  From observing your child at school 

we only get to build up half the picture as so much of your child’s learning 

takes place in their home environment.  We are always keen to hear about 

your child’s achievements out of school so please talk to us and let us know if 

they’ve learned to do something new. 

 

If any parents/carers have a free morning, afternoon or even an hour and 

they would like to volunteer to come into school as a classroom helper then 

please talk to Mrs. Hutchinson.  You could help by listening to children read, 

playing reading or number games with small groups, help with creative 

activities or help prepare pupils’ work for displays.  Any help is always 

welcomed and valued. 

 

 

P.E. 

 

P.E. days will be Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday although these are 

subject to change.  All children need their P.E. kit at school every day.  

Please send the kit on Monday and take it home on Friday.  Our P.E. kit is a 

plain white t-shirt and plain black shorts – no logos please except the school 

one.  Trainers are required for games lessons.  Please make sure girls 

wearing tights for school have a pair of socks to wear with their trainers.  

Girls with long hair need to have it tied back and earrings need removing or 

covering with micropore tape.  Please make sure all clothing is named. 

 

Lunchtimes 

 

Some parents/carers have expressed a concern that their child may not be 

eating their school dinner.  I have spoken with the lunchtime supervisors and 

they have agreed to put a slip in the book bag of any child not eating their 

dinner to keep you informed. 



 

 

Clothing 

 

Please send your child with a waterproof coat every day and a hat, scarf, 

gloves and wellies when necessary.  Lost property will be placed in a box on 

the cloakroom trolley and emptied at the end of each half term into the 

large lost property store in the hall.  Please note that children do not need a 

pair of indoor shoes (sandshoes).  The children have access to the outdoor 

area regularly throughout the day and changing shoes is not necessary.  

Please can all clothing be clearly marked with your child’s name.  Thank you. 

 

Water Bottles 

 

All children need to have a named water bottle which should be placed on the 

top shelf of the trolley in the cloakroom.  No juice in these bottles please.  

We have a water cooler for refilling bottles throughout the day.  We 

encourage all children to drink water regularly to keep hydrated and healthy.  

All children are also offered a carton of milk every day. 

 

Junk Modelling 

 

One of our most popular areas of on-going provision is our workshop where 

children make models out of re-cycled materials.  We replenish this area 

every day.  If your child wants to, they can help by bringing in any of the 

following:  egg boxes, small cardboard boxes (e.g. stock cube, toothpaste), 

plastic lids, cardboard tubes (e.g. kitchen roll), plastic punnets, yoghurt pots, 

plastic bottles.  We cannot accept plastic milk bottles or toilet roll tubes.  

Thank you. 

 

Thank you for taking time to read this newsletter.  We hope you have found 

it informative.  If there is anything in this newsletter you want to discuss 

then please come and see us.  If there is anything not in this newsletter 

which you need clarifying then please ask. 

 

Finally we would like to wish your child a happy and successful year in 

our class.  We look forward to strengthening our home/school links and 

working in partnership with you.  Thank you for your support. 

 

 

Mrs. R. Hutchinson and Team 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


